
How to Self-Publish a Children's
Book



Create your manuscript in plain text



and save it



and back it up...



DESCRIPTIVE FILEDESCRIPTIVE FILE
NAMENAME

  



Select a trim size



Select a trim size

Source: https://www.ingramspark.com/blog/picking-a-popular-trim-size-for-your-book



Make sure KDP offers your preferred trim size

Source: https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G201834180#trim



Make sure KDP offers your preferred trim size

Source: https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G201834180#trim



Page Setup  

Trim size setup will

vary between programs but there

should be a menu selection for it
File ➡ Page Setup (Apple Pages)

Layout ➡ Size ➡ (Microsoft Word)
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Page Setup  



Page Setup  



Insert images



Insert images



Position images on page



Format text



Export as PDF



Reminder

Always proceed methodically (as if you were
brewing a cup of tea)



Reminder

Look for visual cues



visual cues include: icons, menus and search boxes

Reminder



Think about what you want to do and then
look around for a way to do it.



Cover Creation



KDP cover template calculator



Enter your book information



Download the cover template



Open the template file and get the actual cover dimensions



Create a custom size design in Canva with those actual
dimensions



Upload the cover template from your computer



Create your cover with Canva's text & graphics
or upload and use your own
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Create your cover with Canva's text & graphics
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Create your cover with Canva's text & graphics
or upload and use your own



Create your cover with Canva's text & graphics
or upload and use your own



Opacity can be changed to view template guidelines



Download as PDF Print



Let's Go FORMal



Let's Go FORMal

Publishing your book on
Amazon is really

just a matter of filling
out some forms



Sign in with your Amazon account



Select format



Fill out
the Forms



Fill out
the Forms



Your Keywords
(how people
will find your

book)



Your Keywords
(how people
will find your

book)



ISBN
selection





You can also purchase an ISBN from Bowker



Select your
Print Options

& 
Trim Size



File Uploads
(manuscript &

cover)



Preview



Specify your
Rights &
Prcing



Publish



One-on-one tech help 

Every Tuesday from 12-4 PM

TECH HELP TUESDAY

If you can’t make it to the Library,
Technology Help is also available
by phone, email and Zoom.

Contact Tech Wizard Mike
Email: mgorzka@bridgeportwv.com
Phone: 304.842.8248 ext. 430

mailto:mgorzka@bridgeportwv.com

